Montalto Medical Centre
Amber List drugs at the request of a private provider

When patients see a consultant in outpatient clinic thev\v,j_e often gwen a

prescrlblng advnce chlt or letter, requestmg that a GP p ':f::cmbe medieation

‘:f felt appropriate o

'5 eategory of |
Amber list drugs (Red list drugs are only ever prescnbf"_ j.-Aby hospitais)

These Amber list drugs usually are potent -medlcatlonsfi h
for harm if prescribed iii:e:orre'ctly and have specific m
requiremients such as ’regtilar blood testing or physical '
be carried out in order for the medication to be prescri
agreed Shared Care Guidelines which outline the respo
NHS Cbneultant and’the GP Many of these responsibi: -
onerous and carry medico-legal risk. A fuli list of thesi'
the agreed Shared Care guxdelmes can be foundat

https://ipnsm_.hseni. net/red-amber/

Within Northem Ireland NHS the Shared Care arrang
and a voluntary agreement is sought between the cons
Where a GP is unable to undextake safe prescnbmg fo :5'_'

the respons1b1hty for prescnbmg remains with the hosj_,‘

Patients then receive their medications from hospital L

prescnbmg of higher risk Amber medlcation% using N shared care
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arrangements. This has created significant problems fo for a number of

reasons which include:

« regular review is difficult as patients must pay e‘ h
consultant and this has meant they reviews are not as ¢

required

« when issues arise the process for contacting private do |
advice is not commensurate with that in the NH! .' nd this raises
significant safety concerns. ;

Care to cover the

« there is no funding or resource allocated to Prim :
aling with these

work private practitioners generate. Time spent d
issues directly impacts on our ability to provide

I§HS care we are
actually funded for. &

discussed this issue among all of the Partners in Carry :ff Surgery and
have decided that in the interests of safety and our abi
equitable NHS service for all our patients that we will
prescribe Amber list drugs suggested by a private doc

From now on patients who choose to pay privately t see a consultant

and are advised that they need an Amber list medi : om will have to

pay for this medication as part of their private treaf ent These
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prescnptlons will need to be privately prescnbed by s 4'
concerned. We cannot make exceptions. - i

If patients hold priVate-medical insurance this may cov
medication. Any patient can be referred into the NHS a y;tlme and 1f -
they are seen by an NHS Consultant and the advice in .
list drug is needed, we will prescribe this under the NH; S&red Care
arrangements where it is safe to do so. We know there o
for NHS tieatment and we share your frustrations with
feel you are directly dlsadvantaged by the poor prov151

would encourage you to speak to your MLA to try to i :

We have a number of patlents who are already receivi '
medications through the NHS under shared care with a
We will presently be contacting them to transfer their ¢ e ei

consultant or back to the private doctor who can prescribe priy

other treatments.



